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5G small cell requirements are best met with a wide 
ecosystem of vendors and operators
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• New value chain entrants are seen among 
vendors and operators, driven by 5G SA

5G SA networks deployed at scale May 2022, by vendor and deployer model. Source: SCF
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There is rising interest in open and disaggregated 
architectures, and many deployments driven by small cells

© Small Cell Forum Ltd 2022

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

,0
00

 r
ad

io

Enterprise vRAN Open RAN

Enterprise small cells, total with vRAN and Open RAN subsets. Source: SCF



4

Deployers have real drivers to adopt a more open RAN 
architecture
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However, the industry has barriers to address in order 
to drive scale
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Top 3 barriers to deploy small cell Open RAN. Source: SCF
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No single architecture meets all needs, and each one 
has benefits and trade-offs
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Open networks are closely tied to availability of flexible 
spectrum 
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It’s not just the RAN – core architectures are evolving, 
with potential for new vendors
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5G SA enterprise small cell networks by core architecture



Common foundations are essential, but they must not 
provide a straitjacket at this early stage in 5G
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Questions?

© Small Cell Forum Ltd 2020

10


